THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
capitalist organization itself would break down; as a measure of
self-preservation, therefore, it must begin to organize society in
a new fashion, and this is what England—or rather the English
governing class—now proceeded to do.
The most important initial step was the formation in 1829
of the Metropolitan Police. The model was gradually copied
in other centres until it became universal throughout the
country: it soon sufficed to master the blind revolt of the pro-
letarian against the conditions imposed upon him.
Another important step had already been taken earlier when
the right of workmen to combine for the purpose of collective
bargaining—that is, the right to form what was called a trade
union—was first conceded. Hitherto such combinations had
been treated as criminal conspiracies. In 1833 came also the
beginning of the social laws interfering between owner and
employer—that is, between capitalist and workman. It was
only a very small initial step—the forbidding of child-labour
below a certain age in most industries; but the really important
point about it was the setting up of inspectors, officials who
could thus see that freedom of contract was limited, and set the
law in motion if the new regulations were broken. From that
small seed has sprung the mass of bureaucracy controlling the
whole capitalist proletariat system of our time. Fourteen years
later, in 1847, during this same phase of reconstruction, came
a law forbidding work in factories to continue more than ten
hours for women and youths, a restriction to the freedom of
contract which was in practice applicable to the whole of in-
dustry, because in most manufactures the processes could not
be carried on by the adult men alone.
The Poor Law of 1834. The most salient and the most
remarked points in these new organizations, though not perhaps
the most ftindamental change, was the new Poor Law under the
Act of 1834. The old Poor Law of the sixteenth century which
had come into existence upon the destruction of the guilds and
the charitable Church organizations for dealing with destitution
had been applied throughout the growth of the Industrial Revolu-
tion in the eighteenth century, and during the earlier growth of
the agricultural proletariat in the seventeenth century. It was
based upon the old domestic institutions of England, notably
the parish. Each parish looked after those of its parishioners
who, lacking assistance, would have died of famine and neglect
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